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and work.

07967 272 668 - 01832 274577

For building in the spring (2022) we need to start planning now!!

| James is proud to announce that this July marked 21 years of
Optimum Design Services. He has enjoyed many different
projects covering both commercial and domestic premises,
providing him with a wealth of experience to share with his
clients. Now the pandemic has changed our lives there has
never been a better time to review and improve the way we live

21 YEARS EXPERIENCE

jameswalker@optimumdesignservices.co.uk
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Oundle Historical Society. Samaritans.

Winter gardening Rotary Club

Men United in Song Board games night.
Barnwell Country Par Wedding feature
Pond life Love books

Q&A: NOS..osrsessss Get COOKING s

The publishers of Oundle Life do not necessarily agree with the views expressed by contributors to this magazine and do
not accept any responsibility for any errors in transmission in the subject matter of this publication. All advertisements are
included in good faith and the publishers, cannot therefore accept any responsibility for any services offered by advertisers.
No part of this publication may be reproduced without express written permission. Anybody who supplies a photograph to
be used in Oundle Life is responsible for obtaining permission and release statements from any person or item, whose image
appears on them. All prices are correct at time of going to press, but may change without notice.
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GARDEN

GREAT PLANTS, GREAT CHOICE & GREAT VALUE

Barnwell Road, Oundle PE8 5PB | www.thebarngardencentre.co.uk
FULLY OPEM - INSIDE & QUTSIDE DINING

o /Thebarnoundle /barngardencentre

Legal Services
foryyou andyour business

% Solciors
Do you need practical advice,
offered in a professional manner?

PERSONAL OR BUSINESS

Law For The Individual
Property Sales & Purchases | Mortgages
Equity Release | Disputes | Wills
Administration of Estates | Tax Planning
Powers of Attorney | Elderly Client Services

Law For Business
Acquisitions & Disposals | Restructuring
Commercial Agreements | Employment Contracts
Transfers | Development | Leases
Recruitment & Termination | Commercial Property

For more information about our comprehensive
legal services, please visit our website

www. vshlaw. co.uk

Montague House, Chancery Lane, Thrapston, Northamptonshire NN14 4LN

T: 01832 732161 = E: mail@vshlaw.co.uk

Hunt&Coombs

solicitors
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Our Wedding feature can help you find the perfect partners for your big day!

We sincerely hope that you enjoy reading
‘Oundle Life’ , but if we are missing something
out that you would like to see within its pages,

just let us know - please email our lovely Jodie.

In this month’s edition we have some great
features - the first is on page 18, where Katie
Boyce answers our questions about Northants
Open Studios. Katie works tirelessly to promote
all kinds of art and artists in the county — what
talented people we have in our midst!

For those of you who are planning your ‘big
day’, our wedding feature starts on page 25, and
it will help you find all the local venues and
suppliers that are needed to make your day
something that you’ll remember for a lifetime.
Please remember to mention Oundle Life when
you contact these lovely advertisers.

The recipe for sweetcorn pancakes, on page
30, looks so delicious, we really can’t wait to try
making them - even without an awesome AGA
gracing our kitchen!

Do you love books? Well the Friends of
Oundle Library have been wrapping up some
great titles and leaving them around the town
for you to take home and read - free of charge!

It may be a book that you've already read, or
their generosity might lead you to find a new
author that you haven’t discovered before.
We think this is a brilliant idea and is sure to
encourage more page turning (page 28).

jodie@crestpublications.com

AS WELL AS PRINTING
OVER 4,500 COPIES

OUNDLE

‘The magazine for Oundle and its villages LI F E
IS ALSO ONLINE!

www.crestpublications.com/oundlelife

f/

And look out for us on
Facebook too:
@Oundle Life

OUNDLE

SERVICE

CENTRE

Joe Nall: 01832 275404

= Email: oundleservicecentre@hotmail.com
vy g —_— Unit 9, Eastwood Road, Oundle PE8 4DF




HISTORY
TALKS

the society welcomes you

The Oundle Historical Society resumed its
programme of talks in September 2021. Talks
on ‘Oundle and the Domesday Book’; “The
Elizabeth Creed Conundrum’ and ‘Parson
Latham’s Charites’ were well attended and
much enjoyed by members and visitors.

Hopefully we will have met in January for
‘Pubs Galore - Their Place in Oundle’s History'.

Our 2022-2023 programme of talks and visits
starts with our AGM on 11th March when, on
a lighter note, Colin Ray will be presenting a
‘History of the Music Hall’.

Our talks in April and May prepare us for our
visits in June and July. On 8th April Jane Baile
will speak about Nassington’s Prebendal Manor
prior to a visit there in June and on 13th May

(Photographs courtesy of LeicesterPhoto)

Robin Rowe will talk on ‘From Font to Tomb:
the ordering of church interiors’ prior to a visit
to the two Rutland churches of Teigh and Exton
in July.

Our talks resume on 9th September with
Neil Lyon’s “The Best Burglar in the County: Joan
Wake and the Northamptonshire Record Office’.
This will be followed on 11th November with
Professor Stephen Upex ‘s talk “The Saxons in
the Nene Valley’. Some of the 2023 programme
is already planned.

Our meetings take place at Oundle Methodist
Church, starting at 7.30pm. They are free to
members (annual subscription £7.50 due in
March), visitors £2. We are always pleased to
welcome new members and visitors.
www.oundlehistoricalsociety.org.uk

Email oundlehistoricalsociety@gmail.com

(Photograph courtesy of Jane Baile)

PETER RIDDINGTON
LANDSCAPING

We install patios, driveways, ponds, stone
walls, decking and fencing

We plant trees and shrubs, and offer a
complete garden maintenance

We supply and lay turf or grass seed with
lawn management

Accredited supplier of wildflower turf

Contact Peter Riddington today
Jfor a free quotation...

01780 783004 / 07860 962068

Email: peter@peterriddington.co.uk

www.pr-landscaping.co.uk

NENE VALLEY
(£]») TREE SERVICES

nenevalleytrees Tree work that doesi the Earth

YOUR LOCAL
REE SURGEON

FULLY qu,
&INS A;\?LIFIED

EXTENS|
KNOWLEBIEE

:-‘OBIJGA'HON QUOTES
~ COMPETITIVE RATES
_ b EXPERr ADVICE

%1 832 281275
07729 664927

" nenevalleytrees@gmail.com
www.nenevalleytreeservices.com

BED & BREAKFAST

~~
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LOWER FARM
Bed and Breakfast

01832 273220

10 en-suite bedrooms in converted
farm buildings in Barnwell

BARNWELL
near Oundle

enquiries@lower-farm.co.uk

He
(=) ..om 8 |

www.lower-farm.co.uk

i GREEN STAIRLIFTS

A Family Business for Over 15 Years

*  Local family business

e  Reconditioned stairlifts for straight
or curved staircases

* 12 month warranty on all
installations

*  Repairs & servicing

e Excellent customer service is our
priority

e Use of PPE & social distancing

“Great service. Very good unit like brand
new. Would definitely recommend.”

info@greenstairlifts.co.uk
www.greenstairlifts.co.uk

01832 279 409




WINTER
GARDENS

Over the last few months some of you may
have enjoyed looking at the coloured stems
of trees and shrubs, these stand out more in
the winter when there is less to look at and

plant leaves do not hide them. They provide
winter interest in the garden and look
really colourful on sunny days when

Hard pruning

both bare root (cheaper) and container grown
plants to give colour next winter. The bare root
plants can be planted up to mid-March and the
container grown can be planted at any time but
will need well watering during the summer if
planted then.

To maintain the bright colour, the

the light shines through them. These produces shrubs need hard pruning each March
days there are a wider range of shrubs young or at least every two years because the
with coloured bark which includes colour fades as the stems age. Hard

o L . colourful X
Cornus alba ‘Siberica’ with bright red tem p  Pruning produces young colourful
stems, Cornus alba ‘Keselringei’ with stems eac stems each year, the pruning should
nearly black stems, Cornus alba ‘Baton year be carried out before the shrubs start
Rouge) Cornus sanguinea ‘Midwinter — into growth so as not to stress them too

Beauty’ and Midwinter Fire’ with
bright yellowy orange stems and Cornus
sericea ‘Flaviramea’ The shrubby willows
include some with coloured stems such as Salix
alba ‘Yelverton), Salix alba vitellina ‘Britzensis,
and finally the white stemsof some of the
cultivated brambles like Rubus thibetanus.

If you have not got any coloured stemmed
plants in your garden, there is still time to buy

much and this can be as early as March
in mild winters. Make sure your secateurs and
loppers are sharp, if not sharpen the angled side
of the blade with a file. Prune the stems down to
15 to 20cm from the ground and over the next
summer they will send up bright colourful stems
and the plant will be a similar size as before it
was pruned. Try to prune to an outward facing
bud and slope the cut away from the bud.

Cornus sanguninea is not as vigorous as the
Cornus alba types so if your soil is poor or the
plants not growing very vigorously prune down
half of the stems to 15cm and leave half. Make
sure you remove any dead, diseased or damaged
wood first and then any weak growth and
crossing or rubbing branches before cutting the
remaining stems back.

Once the shrubs have been pruned, lightly
fork the area, remove any weeds and mulch with
some organic matter like compost, manure,
bark, or woodchip. This helps to reduce weed
growth, retain moisture and feed the plants. On
a poor soil some slow-release fertiliser could be
applied as the soil becomes short of nutrients
owing to the annual pruning removing
nutrients in the stems.

Whilst pruning the coloured stemmed shrubs
it is a good time to prune Buddleia davidii
the butterfly bush, this again should be hard
pruned down to a framework of branches
approx. 30 to 40cm high. The hard pruning
encourages vigorous growth which have larger

flowers and fresher foliage. Other shrubs that
can be pruned are Caryopteris clandonensis,
Hypericum calycinum, hardy Fuchsia’s and bush
roses (hybrid teas, floribundas, and some of the
English roses) can be pruned in March. With
roses again prune out any dead, diseased and
damaged wood, and any thin growth (less than
pencil thickness) first. Look at what remains and
then try to remove some of the old wood, which
is a brown colour, this should leave a number
of green stems left, this is the young growth
and these should be pruned back to 15cm for
hybrid teas and 20 to 30cm for floribundas. This
encourages vigorous growth and larger flowers.
It is also a good time to cut down any grasses
before they start into growth to tidy them up.
If you have left them for the birds for nesting
material just leave some cut stems for them to
use. Most grasses can be cut down low, some
are better with the dead material just combed
out using a rake or your fingers (where gloves as
some leaves can be a sharp).
Kelvin V. Mason



MEN UNITED IN SONG

Last year’s Men United in Song was such a big experience for the 70 or so men who took part,

hit that the popular pop-up singing project is with comments including:

back again only six months later! A really great experience, at the start it was
Launching in March 2022 and once again daunting, but we all came good!

supporting Prostate Cancer UK, Men United in The hard work paid off! Thanks for finding

Song aims to give another 40-plus local men the something in us that most didn’t know we had!

opportunity to get involved, try something new Amazing, I never thought in a million years I

and give something back to the community... would ever sing in front of hundreds of people!

and YOU could be one of them! Men United in Song kicks off with

Working over nine weeks towards Agreat bunch  introduction sessions on 3rd and 4th
a fantastic live charity event at of men, and March (7-10pm) when you can meet
Peterborough Cathedral in May;, you got the the team and some of the other men
you'll learn to sing, meet new people, best out of us who'll be taking part. This is NOT an
challenge yourself, perform live on e audition and there’s no big red buzzer,
stage and raise money for a much-loved - brilliant! just an opportunity to find out more
I

charity — what’s not to like?
No previous experience is necessary, just a
willingness to step outside your comfort zone,

and get involved - contact us today to
book your time slot!
So... if you're looking for a fresh challenge

get stuck in and give it a go... everyone’s in the and youd like to know more, get in touch NOW
same boat, and it’s all about the journey! and start YOUR Men United in Song journey!
After 18 months of lockdowns and worry last o Men United in Song introductory sessions

year’s project was an overwhelmingly positive will be at the John Mansfield Campus PE1

4HX on 3rd and 4th March (7-10pm),
please register first for your timeslot.
Song rehearsals will be at the John
Mansfield Campus PE 4HX from 7.45pm
on Thursday evenings, starting on
Thursday 10th March.

The Men United in Song 2022 charity
event will be at Peterborough Cathedral
at 7.30pm on Saturday 7th May.

For further information or to register for
one of our introduction sessions visit
www.peterboroughsings.org.uk

email menunited@peterboroughsings.
org.uk or call 01733 425194
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¢barefoot

‘ flooring Peterborough

FREE ESTIMATES
FREE MEASURING
FREE EXPERT
DESIGN ADVICE

01733 686258

www.barefoot-flooring.biz

© @barefootpeterborough
peterborough@barefoot-flooring.biz

Unit 15, Benedict Square, Werrington, Peterborough PE4 6GD
9.30-5pm Tuesday to Friday « 9am-4pm Saturday




PARK
LIFE

Spring arrives...

Spring is beginning to blossom, bringing a
splash of colour back to the park, as everything
awakens from its winter slumber. Snowdrops
are one of the first flowers to bloom in the New
Year, and you may see us transplanting some
of them around the park when clumps get

too big. Other early bloomers to look out for
include primroses, crocuses and dog-violets,
and the green leaves of daffodils and bluebells
will be sprouting too.

The trees are also showing signs of waking,
with hazel catkins being among the first to
appear. The willow won'’t be far behind, and we
have several species of willow in the park, each
with their own characteristics to look out for.
There should also be blossom appearing on the
blackthorns and leaves beginning to emerge on
the hawthorns.

Springtime means that our winter work
season is nearing its end. When spring has

gained momentum and the nesting and
breeding season has begun, we shift our focus
towards managing the park for the humans.
Until then, there is still plenty of work to keep
the rangers and volunteers busy!

Looking for an excuse to get out? There is
always plenty to do in the park, with activities
for both children and adults, many run by our
Active Parks team.

www.northamptonshireparks.co.uk
Check our Events Page for all the latest
information.

Do your feet need some
special care?

Call Dyna today
on 07940 401691

Are you suffering from pain or discomfort
with your feet, toenails or both?
If yes, then give me a call to see if | can help.

| take the health of your feet seriously and |
offer a wide range of professional foot care
treatments to keep your feet healthy.

S8

PerfectFeet

Mobile Foot Health Practitioner

| offer a friendly, discreet and professional
service in the comfort of your own home.
Home visits based on COVID-19 compliance.
Please contact me for advice on your foot
health or to book an appointment.

=
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KILN DRIED
HARDWOOD LOGS

Prices from £115 per
loose cubic metre

Certified ‘ready to burn’
» Bagged or loose loads

o Sustainably sourced
local hardwood

« Ultimate clean burn with
maximum heat output

« Kindling & firelighters
available

Free delivery

£5 OFF WITH CODE
OUNDLELIFE-5

ORDER ONLINE AT WWW.BARNLOGS.CO.UK
01780 784055 /07734 439292 / sales@barnlogs.co.uk

%) Averil Phillips
\‘m’/ and Family P

e\~
A Caring and Personal Funeral Service from
our Family Run Firm, 24 hours a day.
The Angel, Northampton House,
Oundle Kettering
01832 272251 01536 511197

www.averilphillips.co.uk

Supporting Oundle, Peterborough

and the surrounding areas.

Private Chapel of Rest and Service Room,
Floral Tributes, Catering, Memorials
and Pre-paid Funeral Plans available.

RODENT

CONTROL & MANAGEMENT

PRCOFESSIONALS

01832 771838 / 07538 6288106




Where to find frog and toadspawn? The
dramatic transformation of wriggling tadpoles
into frogs or toads has to be one of nature’s most
remarkable achievements. It sounds almost too

incredible to be true; like something
from a science fiction (or even horror)
film. But it's been happening for
millions of years.

Frogspawn and toadspawn usually
starts to appear in February and March.
Look just below the surface of the
water in ponds and streams, especially
amongst reeds by the water’s edge. A
range of the RSPB’s nature reserves
across the country offer pond dipping

activities for the whole family to get involved
with. Simply visit rspb.org.uk/reserves to find
your nearest nature reserve and to get started on

your frog finding mission!

What’s the difference between frogspawn

and toadspawn? Frogs lay a cluster of jelly-like

eggs, whereas toadspawn comes in long ribbons.

If you're lucky enough to have spawn in
your garden pond, keep coming back each
day: you’ll see the tiny black dots turn

Arange ofthe  jnto comma-shapes as the unhatched
RSPB's nature  tadpoles develop.
reserves Growing pains? Once hatched,
across the
country offer
pond dipping
activities months. They develop back legs first,
— then front legs, while the tadpole’s

tadpoles take about 14 weeks to
transform into tiny frogs.

Toad tadpoles take a little bit longer,
becoming toadlets after about four

tail shrinks and its body becomes
less rounded. They also develop lungs and
eardrums.
The final stage of the process, when the
mature tadpole morphs completely into adult
frog form, is very quick, taking just 24 hours.

What do tadpoles eat? During the
transformation process (known as

metamorphosis), the tadpole switches from
feeding on algae and pond plants (if there is a

lack of vegetation in your pond, boiled
greens can be added to help young
tadpoles) to becoming carnivorous.

I'm a frog, get me out of here!
Amazingly enough, tadpoles can
control the rate of their transformation,
according to their environment. For
instance, they may turn into frogs more
quickly to escape a pond teeming with

predators like fish. On the other hand, if

there’s plenty of algae to munch through

and limited predators - or if the weather is too
cold - tadpoles can delay and remain in the

water for up to a year.

Create a mini pond! Spring is a lovely time to
create a mini-pond, because you’ll see it quickly

Images courtesy of Ben Andrew (rspb-images.com)

develop over the next few months. Why not
create your own mini pond to attract all sorts of

wildlife?

You don’t always need water in your garden

Why not

create your

own mini
pond to

attract all
sorts of
wildlife?

to encourage frogs and toads: they
also love piles of old logs, stones and
compost heaps where they’ll find shelter,
as well as slugs and insects to feed on.
To find out more about how you can
invite nature into your garden, balcony
or nearby greenspace, visit rspb.org.
uk/yourdoorstep for handy guides to
wildlife homes, gardening tips, and so
much more.

This article was first published by the RSPB.

You can find out more about the work the

nature conservation charity does at:
www.rspb.org.uk



Woodford & Co. 01832274732 Thinking of moving in 2022 ?

PROPERTY CONSULTANTS & AUCTIONEERS o 9
Perhaps you should take professional advice

based upon genuine experience

21

YEARS

Successfully selling the individual
and historic properties in
Oundle and the surrounding villages

‘Just a few of the interesting or historic
properties that we have sold in Oundle
and the villages during 2021’

SOLD
Black Book

Telephone 01832 274732 woodfordandco.com

12 Market Place, Oundle, PES 4BQ woodfordandco.com
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NORTHANTS |

NOS is a visual arts group, giving members
of the public access to art throughout the
county, whether that is visiting an artist in
their working studio or visiting the many
exhibitions that are set up. Katie Boyce
established the group in 2019, but it has been
around for many years before that under
different management. Due to COVID, like
many groups, the first year had to move to an
online only event, but last year they had a huge
success with a physical event in September.
Here Katie tells us more about her passion...
Why did you choose Northamptonshire? I
have lived and worked in the county for most
of my life and in doing so I have established
relationships with many galleries and artists.
Our county is an undiscovered gem; many
people drive through it, without knowing its

hidden treasures. I am taking the opportunity
to help celebrate and further discover it’s rich
heritage and beautiful countryside. There are
still artists out there who are needing a voice,
many that love to paint, sculpt or illustrate,
many that need opportunities like NOS and that
is where I come in!

What makes NOS unique? There are plenty
of counties that hold Open Studio events, but
NOS is unique in the way that it is one of the
few counties to hold a Central Exhibition.
Visitors can see an example of work by each
artist taking part in one central location. That
way if you can’t choose which artist to visit,
you can get a taster before deciding. It’s a great
feature enjoyed by artists as well as members of
the public, because you are guaranteed to add a
few more to list to visit.

0 %t
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What’s your favourite part of the job? I love
installing the exhibitions, but my favourite part
is always the launch event. It’s a big celebration
and a great start to the festival. Artists are
always really excited, especially those

Any famous people visited? Not yet, but
never say never...
Your favourite piece on sale at the moment?
There are two artists whose work really makes
me smile and I love visiting their studio

new artists that have never had the Carry Akroyd  ip Luddington each year. P'm not sure

experience before and are seeing their has been if I visit to see their work or their two

work amongst their peers for the first drawing in beautiful Flat Coat retrievers!

time. It’s a time for sponsors to meet the local Carry Akroyd has been drawing in

artists and to see a preview of the work the local woodlands using soft and oil
. woodlands .

before anyone else. The atmosphere is . ft and pastels. She has been making these

hard to beat and for me, it’s a time when us"_]g softand gy dies in preparation for designing a

I can relax a little and let the artists lead oil pastels  jacket for a book about woodland, as

the show and let the artwork to do the E— part of the British Wildlife Collection,

talking.

...and the worst? Being tempted by all the
lovely pieces of work and knowing you can't buy
it all because you have no room in your house!

published by Bloomsbury. Both were
drawn in Short Wood near Oundle.
Gordon Monk designs and makes chairs from
wood. I love the natural and organic feel of his
19



chairs, which are almost too good to sit on! The
black one is made of oak that has been treated
with vinegar and steel wool, which reacts with
tannins and turns the oak black. The other chair
is made entirely of ash.

Is the artwork affordable for every budget?
Absolutely! We are very inclusive and feel
that art should be celebrated and enjoyed by
everyone. There is a huge range of artists and
artworks to fit every budget and there is also the
opportunity to commission your own piece so
you can get exactly what you are looking for.

What different media artists do you have?
NOS includes a huge variety of artists who work
in a plethora of media. Examples of most can be
seen quite locally to Oundle. We have jewellery
designer and maker (Carol Clift in Barnwell),
Printmakers (Carry Akroyd, Luddington)

20

Chair makers (Gordon Monk in Luddington),
Painters (Deborah James, in Warmington), but
also photographers, ceramicists, metalworkers,
sculptors, illustrators, just to name a few.

If you couldn’t promote artists, what would
you do? I would definitely work with animals.
I always wanted to be an elephant keeper at the
zoo and work on conservation projects when I
was little so I think I would do that.

NOS welcomes any artist or maker living

in Northamptonshire or in the surrounding
county borders. There is no selection process
and is open to all disciplines and techniques.
The application process runs from November
through to May. To register go online at
www.northantsopenstudios.co.uk

PUZZLED?

Across

1 US space group (1,1,1,1)

3 Court game (10)

10 Consequently (9)

11 Female sovereign (5)

12 Survive (7)

13 Bowling pin (7)

14 Skin eruption (4)

15 Pachyderms (9)

19 Sue (9)

21 German Mrs (4)

24 Passage (7)

27 Surrey commuter village
(7)

28 Trembling poplar (5)

29 Mouth organ (9)

30 Science of numbers (10)

31 Undiluted (4)

HEEEEEEE UEEE
HEEEEE SEEEEE
HEE SENEEENEN

AENGEEEEE AEE
|| | ||
HdlEEE dEEEEE
HEEE dNEEEEEE

Down H BB EEB

1 Belonging to a country

8)

2 Enticement (9)
4 Papal (9) 20 Squeeze together (7)
5 Legjoints (5) 22 Las Vegas setting (6)
6 Mexican liquor (7) 23 Racecourse (5)
7 Proficient (5) 25 Island in the Bay of
8 Beam over a door (6) Naples (5)
9 Started (5) 26 Resort lake in both
16 Medley (3-6) California and 22 down
17 Frighten, usually by (5)
violence (9)

18 Take away (8)

Diagnostics

* MOT Work
Servicing
Repairs
Tyres

OUNDLE
SERVICE
CENTRE

Joe Nall: 01832 275404

Email: oundleservicecentre@hotmail.com
Unit 9, Eastwood Road, Oundle PE8 4DF
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OUNDLE ROTARY
A rnatwsal rew stasl.. ( § Sarah King a

It seems like only yesterday that Oundle
Rotary were busily organising our Christmas
Concert and wrapping up warm to take Santa’s

L 10 YEARS OF
Providing local OUNDLE FITNESS

Sleigh around the local villages. advice for #oundlefitnesscommunitygym
However, with Christmas now behind us, d & 1 o e
and having raised over £3,000 to share amongst an B (41 Al .- I i : !' e

our chosen charities, we are looking forward
to planning more fundraising activities and
supporting local community events.

Being a Rotarian isn’t just about the festive
season — it might be running a stall at a local
village fayre, providing a team to manage car

Settlement L <

Agreements
& To celebrate we

are offering the
first 10 new members who 5 VN
sign up in February 2022 a B

Employment
contracts

HR advice for

parking at the World Conker Championships businesses
or, better still, sharing a glass of wine while Tribunal 30-day FREE membership.
debating projects we would like to support, both .
. representation

local and national. .

One of the best things about Rotary is that it HR Training THANK YOU ATO ALL OF OUR AMAZING MEMBERS
draws on the skills and experience of everybody - -
to bring a project together with a good helping 01832 776464 & orocmeccn @E#NED&E

of laughter along the way. So, if you think you

might like to volunteer some spare time, and In the first instance email: oundlerotary@

if Rotary sounds like the organisation for you, gmail.com for more information or have a

wed like to hear from you! look at our facebook page CROWSONS FUNERAL DIRECTORS
We meet every two weeks on a Tuesday www.facebook.com/Oundle-Rotary-Club e

evening from 7pm. BARNWELL, OUNDLE & THRAPSTON

Independent family run funeral home for over 120 years

Funeral Home, 48 Barnwell, Nr Oundle, PE8 5PS
01832 272269

SAMARITANS

Our telephone helpline is manned entirely by trained
volunteers 24/7, 365 days a year.

We offer confidential emotional support to those who
may be suicidal, distressed, depressed or having suicidal
thoughts. We are a listening service and callers are listened
to in a friendly, caring and non- judgemental way.

It is by talking to an anonymous volunteer and exploring

their options,a caller may find a solution to their difficulties
and problems. It is often far easier to offload very personal
details in this way than talk to a family member or friend.

Call free day or night on 116123

Email: jo@samaritans.org

www.samaritans.org

Whatever you're going through, we’ll go through it with you.




GAMES NIGHT

For several months
now a growing group
of locals has been
meeting at a cafe in
Oundle once a month.
Not just for drinks and
chatter (though there
is plenty of that) but to
play board games! They call it ‘Oundle Game
Night,, and it started in October as a place to
share the fun of board gaming with interested
people of all ages.

The group meets upstairs in Oundle’s Coffee
Tavern overlooking the high street, a setting
which inspired James Anderson to start the
event. “I was sitting in the Coffee Tavern with
my wife and thought to myself: ‘this would be
such a lovely place for a board game night’ - so,
I talked to the owner Cinthya and she was 100%
onboard from the beginning. We figured out
dates and times, and it has been a success every
month since!”

The group has its regulars and has gained new
players with each meeting.

At 6pm on the second Monday of each month
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the group heads upstairs to play games they
brought or learn about a new one provided by
someone else — there are plenty to go around.
Past games have included 7 Wonders, Ticket

to Ride, Chess, and Go. They are always
welcoming to new members and are more than
happy to teach games to anyone who wants to
give them a go.

Second Monday of each month, 6pm - 8pm,
The Coffee Tavern (upstairs)

Cost: Free, but attendees are encouraged to
enjoy something from the cafe as a thank you
for hosting the event.

SAYING

T1DO’
'y Your big day...

Many congratulations!

Wedding Make-Up

Elaine Barrow Make Up Artist

Local Freelance Make Up Artist, Elaine Barrow,
has been in the make up industry now for over
12 years, making up many brides every year and
adding to her extensive portfolio which you will
find online. Elaine enhances real women’s natural
beauty for the most special day of their lives.
www.elainebarrowmakeupartist.com

Now it’s time to let these Wedding
specialists take the stress out of
planning your big day. From rings,
to venues and flowers to cars —
they’re all here and all local.

Reception Venue

Cranford Hall

Set amidst the stunning gardens and picture-perfect lawns of this traditional Georgian Mansion is
The Studio. Still very much the Robinson family home, we have a relaxed and easy going atmosphere
where we only host a small number of weddings each year and every one is incredibly special and
magical. We've had dogs, horses, fire eaters and even storm troopers, garden ceremonies, church
blessings, coconut shys and rounders matches. We work very closely with our couples and their
suppliers in the planning and design of the day and often form friendships that continue long past the
wedding day itself and see families return many times for christenings and anniversaries.
www.cranfordhall.co.uk

Wedding Videography EpiC L Blkine

My non-cheesy and creative wedding videography
style means my couples can experience their

day as it happens, without being directed and

with minimum fuss. My approach is relaxed,
unobtrusive, and completely authentic, my focus
is to creatively capture the atmosphere of your day,
with an elegant and tasteful touch.
www.epiclovefilms.co.uk
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S Emma DB Photography

Relaxed documentary style photographer from
Northamptonshire. 'm a modern storyteller, here
to capture your love story! Your photographs will
last forever. Showing the love, happiness, romance
and beauty of a wedding. I decided to become a
professional photographer 3 years ago and haven’t
looked back!

www.emmadbphotography.com

Reception Venue g

Rushden Hall

Located in Rushden, Northamptonshire, Rushden Hall dates back to the 14th century and is an interesting
mix of styles, resulting in an attractive house of mellow limestone. The Hall is surrounded by 34 acres of
beautiful parkland, making a superb backdrop for wedding photographs. There are two rooms available for
wedding ceremonies, the Fletcher Room and the Panelled Room. The Fletcher Room accommodates 56
seated guests, or a reception of 40 guests seated at tables. The Panelled Room is a smaller, more romantic
ceremony room, accommodating 42 seated guests. Larger wedding receptions can be accommodated in the
Walled Garden, adjacent to the hall, a perfect setting for the marquee.

www.rushdentowncouncil.gov.uk

Event Management

Orchid Event

Management

Here at Orchid

Event Management,

we pride ourselves

in being able to source exactly what you need for your event to make

it that little bit special. Whether you need that unique space, delicious

food, floral decorations, or live entertainment to dance the night away

to, OEM has it all. All types of Private and Corporate events covered

to include Weddings, School Proms and Charity Events etc. We treat

every event individually. From your initial enquiry we work closely with you to develop your ideas and
have a clear understanding of how you want the event to flow. Helpful and Competitive Service - feel
free to get in contact.

www.orchideventmanagement.co.uk

Reception Venue

Fotheringhay Valley

Fotheringhay Valley is an intimate wedding
reception and event venue. We are a family-
run business set against the backdrop of

the picturesque village of Fotheringhay,
Northamptonshire. Immersed by rural
surroundings; we are within close distance of
the A605 and A1, making it the perfect setting
for weddings and events.
www.fotheringhayvalley.com
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SEMI-PERMANENT MAKE-UP IS A
QUICK AND EASY PROCEDURE THAT IS
PRACTICALLY PAINLESS AND WHICH CAN
GIVE YOU A PERFECTLY NATURAL, MADE-
UP LOOK, WITHOUT SPENDING HOURS
IN FRONT OF THE MIRROR EVERY DAY

AS OF FEBRUARY MILLION DOLLAR FACIAL TREATMENTS

WILL BE AVAILABLE WITH AN INTRODUCTORY
10% DISCOUNT UNTIL END OF MARCH 2022

FEMae
Pl

Eyeliner £180/£220 Hair Stroke Brows £280
Powder/Ombré Brows £275 Combination Brows £285
Lip Liner £200 Microblading £275
Gloss & Go Lips £250 Lip Blush £280

Prices include your initial appointment with consultation,
brow mapping if applicable, first treatment and after-care,
plus a top up/follow up appointment 4 weeks later.

Treatments can last up to approximately 12 months,
dependent on your skin fype.

36 Market PI, Oundle PE8 4BE (located in Hair at Studio 36)

07414 907186

beautifullydefinedbynicola@gmail.com
 Beautifully Defined by Nicola



Who doesn’t like a surprise? In the run-up to
Valentine’s Day, keep an eye out for free books
in Oundle and take one home for a Blind Date.

Blind Date with a Book is a bit of a spin
on the old adage that you should never judge
a book by its cover. The Friends of Oundle
Library will be leaving mystery, gift-wrapped
books in shops and cafés in the town, which are
free for you to take home and keep. There will
be just a few words on the wrapping to tell you if
it’s fiction, non-fiction, or for adults or children
- but there won’t be enough information to
reveal the title or the author. So why not inject
some adventure into your reading and enjoy
some Valentine’s Day fun?

Having a ‘Blind Date with a Book’ might
introduce you to a new author, or reintroduce
you to a favourite book youd like to re-read.
And while we all know that a blind date doesn’t
always work out... if it does, you might just find
anew love!

mq Blind Dafe with a Book

Fina & maw lives this Valentine's Day®

ADVISERS

Hi I'm Mark Scoft,
your local Oundle
financial adviser

| am a Chartered Independent Financial Adviser with offices in
Corby and Peterborough. | live locally in Oundle and I'm happy to
provide home appointments or web meetings.

I can help you with...
* Retirement planning
* Investment advice
¢ Equity release / Lifetime mortgage advice
® Inheritance tax planning
¢ and more...

Get in touch today for a free no-obligation consultation

Phone: 03003 034674
Email: mark@positiveadvisers.co.uk
Visit: www.positiveadvisers.co.uk

Disclaimers;
Our services relate to certain investments whose prices are
dependent on fluctuations in the financial markets beyond our
control. Investments and the income from them may go down as
well as up and you may get back less than the amount invested.
Past performance is not a guide to future performance. Taking an
equity release loan could impact benefits you may be entitled to,
have an impact on your personal taxation and erode the value of
your estate.

Positive Advisers Ltd is an Appointed Representative of
New Leaf Distribution Ltd which is authorised and
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority:

FCA Number 460421



These savoury pancakes are delicious with
crispy bacon and cooked bananas. Ideal for
breakfast or brunch. Serves 4.

INGREDIENTS

115g self-raising flour
Legg

125ml milk

Small can sweetcorn, drained
2tbsp chopped parsley
Salt, pepper, olive oil
To serve:

Crispy bacon rashers
4 barely ripe bananas
25g butter

Units 4-5,
@ Oundle Wharf, Oundle
PE8 4DE

Oundie

www.agaliving.com
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METHOD

1. Place the flour in a basin; make a well in the

centre. Add the egg and half the milk, whisk
together and thin to a dropping consistency
with the remaining milk.

. Mix in the sweet corn, parsley and seasoning.

Wipe the simmering plate with a little oil on
a piece of kitchen paper. Drop tablespoons of
the mixture onto the simmering plate, when
bubbles rise to the surface, turn over and
cook the other side.

. Grill the bacon at the top of the roasting oven

and sauté the bananas in the butter until
heated through. Serve the pancakes with
crisp grilled bacon, topped with banana and
garnished with chives.

Conventional cooking:
Cook the pancakes in a little oil in a frying pan.
Grill the bacon.

oundle

architecture

Full-service
architecture
and planning
consultancy
with more than
25 years’
experience

“We Want More
Free-Flowing
Space and We
Want More
‘WOW Factor”

www.oundlearchitecture.com
design@oundlearchitecture.com
01832274 139

OUNDLE STAMFORD

BESPOKE MORTGAGE ADVICE

To find out how we can help you, whatever
your situation, please contact Emma at
Oundle & Stamford Mortgage Services today.

NENE VALLEY ELECTRICAL SERVICE
PART P REGISTERED a
ﬂ For all your domestic electrical needs i
EICR & TESTING

All aspects of electrical work Free quotations available,
undertaken. A friendly, local, please call:
reliable and personal service 07879 475016 / 01832 571755

| nenevalleyelectricalservices@yahoo.co.uk |
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" The Littie Land Compasry
Do any of these scenarios resonate with you?

| have a large garden that | no longer need
and/or can manage, and | would like to know
what my options are.

| own a parcel of land that | don’t use and |
would like to explore what’s possible.

B I've always thought or been told that | won’t
get planning permission, but I’'m not sure if
that’s right?

The Little Land Company helps people to unlock the
opportunities with their land holdings. Our free, no
obligation, consultation will provide you with the
answers you need to start your exciting new journey.
Visit our website and call or email if there’s
something you’d like to discuss with us.

Email: hello@thelittlelandcompany.co.uk

Phone: 01832279089/ 07939 680627
www.thelittlelandcompany.co.uk

P~
. BROWNS

— AUTOMOTIVE —

All makes serviced Dealer diagnostics for
BMW/MINI and Jaguar/
Landrover

PERFORMANCE
TUNING/REMAPPING

MOT and repair work
Air conditioning

Advanced diagnostics

rapston, Mortharts, MNTA 4R

undle
steopaths

01832 272527

www.oundleosteopaths.co.uk

ﬂ @oundleosteopaths




DCE Plant Hire “Specialising
in mini digger hire”
Our aim is to provide you with the best
equipped machine to get your job done well
and on time, with full back up and support
and at a competitive hire price.

We are a family run business that
stocks all diggers and dumpers to
compliment them from 3 tonne
down to micro diggers, rollers,
crushers, breakers, augers, grab
attachments and small plant
including wacker plates and
cement mixers...

For details on machines for hire
and prices please call us.

@ www.dceplanthire.co.uk 'R
O 07535 724471

9 enquiry@dceplanthire.co.uk



